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P
I remember more than 20 years ago when I was studying in London for my IT degree, I 
regularly attended an Anglican church. I chose to go there because they had very good music 
worship and I just love to be there on Sunday. They also had one of the best preachers in UK 
at that time – Rev John Stott, every time he preached I was sure to be there. Nevertheless, 
during those years I also went to a Pentecostal church from time to time�� mainly because of 
their fellowship. I remember the first time when I was there, I was invited to join their 
fellowship group that mainly consisted of Chinese from Singapore and Malaysia. Every time I 
went, I enjoyed their delicious food as much as their Bible study, sharing and time for prayer. 
P
My experiences from the old days made me think about what the Christian church should be 
like. Since everyone seems to have their own reason(s) to attend (or not to attend) a particular 
church, especially when everyone have certain expectations in the church that they attend. 
However, instead of asking ourselves our own expectations of our church, I think we should 
also look into the Bible to understand what it tells us about the church. 
P
A famous Bible passage that tells us about what Christian church should be like is from Acts 2: 
41-47, which says,   
P
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	�	��	�������	��* ***����(N��� International Version)�
P
This passage described to us some characteristics of early Christians in the church: 
PP
1) Everyone was “��
���	���
���	���
���	���
���	� ” (verse 41) – they became members of the church instead of just 

visitors or spectators. 
2) Everyone “�	�	�	�	���	�� ��	��	��	�� ��� ��	� �
����	��� �	���������	�� ��	��	��	�� ��� ��	� �
����	��� �	���������	�� ��	��	��	�� ��� ��	� �
����	��� �	���������	�� ��	��	��	�� ��� ��	� �
����	��� �	������ ” (verse 42) – they followed the 

teaching of the church and put it into practice.  
3) Everyone “�	���	����	��	��	�+�����	���
���
�������	���	� ���� �����	����������
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(verse 42) – they had a very good church life.  
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��� ���� �		�
���	������� ��� ���	� ��� �����	� 
��� ���� �		� ” (verses 44-45) – they shared among 
themselves what they had and helped those in needs.  
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6) Everyone “�������	������		�����	��	�������	��	�
�	����������� 	����� 	���	��������	����������	������		�����	��	�������	��	�
�	����������� 	����� 	���	��������	����������	������		�����	��	�������	��	�
�	����������� 	����� 	���	��������	����������	������		�����	��	�������	��	�
�	����������� 	����� 	���	��������	���
���	��������	����	��	��
�����������������	�	��	���� ��
��������'�����	��������	����	��	��
�����������������	�	��	���� ��
��������'�����	��������	����	��	��
�����������������	�	��	���� ��
��������'�����	��������	����	��	��
�����������������	�	��	���� ��
��������'�� ” (verses 46-47) – they 
persisted in going to church activities and they attended the meetings with a sincere heart 
of joy and praise. 

7) Everyone was “	�(������ ��	� ������� ��� ���� ��	� 
	�
�		�(������ ��	� ������� ��� ���� ��	� 
	�
�		�(������ ��	� ������� ��� ���� ��	� 
	�
�		�(������ ��	� ������� ��� ���� ��	� 
	�
�	 ” (verse 47) – they were loved by 
their community, including the non-Christians. 

P
So, what can we conclude from all these characteristics of the early Christian Church with 
respect to our question of what a church should be like? I believe they are actually telling us 
that we should not focus on what our church could provide us, but instead we should focus on 
what we can contribute to our church and to one another. As what the former US President 
John Kennedy once said, “�� �����
����������������������������������� �
���� ������������� �����
����������������������������������� �
���� ������������� �����
����������������������������������� �
���� ������������� �����
����������������������������������� �
���� �����������
�������������������������������������������������������������������� ” I think in a similar manner, we as Christians should also ask not what our 
church can do for us, but ask what we can do for our church and also for our brothers and 
sisters. Yes, we could have expectations of our church, for examples, we may want to have a 
particular style of worship that we enjoy, we may want good preaching that are inspiring and 
help us to grow spiritually, we may want to have a fellowship that can make us feel at home, 
we may want to have brothers and sisters that care for us and love us, and we may also want to 
have many other things from our church and from our brothers and sisters. I don't mean that 
we cannot ask for all these, but while we are asking for all these, we should first ask ourselves 
how much we have contributed to help building up such a church that we are asking to have? 
For examples, are we using our God-gifted talents to serve in our church? Are we already 
serving in our Sunday Service? Leading the worship? Help in setting up? Are we doing 
anything that could help improving our church? Do we actively participate in the activities of 
our church? Or, do we just keep coming as a visitor or spectator and are always waiting for 
someone to serve us? 
P
What should our church be like? I think this is a question for every one of us because the 
answer is based on what we ourselves plan to do inside the church. So, we should now ask 
ourselves the followings: 
P
1) Are we members of the church? 
2) Do we follow the teaching of the church and put them into practice? 
3) Do we have a very good church life? 
4) Do we have a reverence heart to God? 
5) Do we share things with our brothers and sisters? Do we help those who are in needs? 
6) Do we persist on going to church meetings? Do we attend the meetings with a sincere heart 

of joy and praise? 
7) Do we enjoy the favour of all people? Are we a good person in the eyes of non-Christians?  
P
As a conclusion, I say a church is actually a group of people, who believe in God, gathering 
together to learn to worship God and to love one another. In John 13:34-35, Jesus said to his 
disciples, “#��	
���������	���,����	���������������������	���	� �����	���	�	��#��	
���������	���,����	���������������������	���	� �����	���	�	��#��	
���������	���,����	���������������������	���	� �����	���	�	��#��	
���������	���,����	���������������������	���	� �����	���	�	�����,����	����,����	����,����	����,����	�
���	�� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���	� ��	� �����	��� -�� ����� ���� �	�� 
����  ��
� ����� ���� ��	� .�����	�� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���	� ��	� �����	��� -�� ����� ���� �	�� 
����  ��
� ����� ���� ��	� .�����	�� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���	� ��	� �����	��� -�� ����� ���� �	�� 
����  ��
� ����� ���� ��	� .�����	�� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���	� ��	� �����	��� -�� ����� ���� �	�� 
����  ��
� ����� ���� ��	� .��
�����
�	�������������	����	�������	������	�������
�	�������������	����	�������	������	�������
�	�������������	����	�������	������	�������
�	�������������	����	�������	������	�� ” Actually, if every one of us as Christians can do 
our parts in the church, I believe with the power of the Holy Spirit, we will certainly be able to 
build up a church that is attractive to all peoples, including many non-Christians, and that’s 
exactly what our church should be like. And just as in Acts 2:47, “#��� ��	� )���� ���	�� ���#��� ��	� )���� ���	�� ���#��� ��	� )���� ���	�� ���#��� ��	� )���� ���	�� ���
��	��� ����	�� ������ ����	� 
��� 
	�	� �	����	��� ����	�� ������ ����	� 
��� 
	�	� �	����	��� ����	�� ������ ����	� 
��� 
	�	� �	����	��� ����	�� ������ ����	� 
��� 
	�	� �	���� ���	� �� ���	��� ���	��� ���	� ”, I believe together we can also see God 
adding more and more people����who are being saved to our church. 
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first of all, i do apologise for having 
disappeared for almost 2 months!  reason 
being, as i spent the majority of my stay 
in the rural areas of india this time round, 
internet access was back to basic- 2g 
speed. and so my desire to stay 
connected was dampened.  whats more, 
the ongoing protest that is still happening 
in hong kong had my heart, mind n eyes 
firmly fixed on the snail pace internet 
news update... anyhow, now that im back 
in hk, no more excuses! ;-)   
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so my 45 days journey in india started 
with a much needed week long retreat at 
the dhyan ashram.  it is a retreat center 
run by the jesuit fathers that offers 
spiritual guidance and pastoral 
counseling.  my time at the retreat was 
interesting to say the least - because first, 
i struggled to find quietness within; when 
i found it, i fought with Him; and when i 
repented, He showed me other issues 
which i needed to deal with.  the biggest 
issue that was revealed to me was fear.  
having experienced a number of 
unpleasant instances in india, 
unbeknownst to me, fear had already set 
in, to the point where i was fearful 
enough even just to step out of the retreat 
center.  but our God is good.  as i fully 
placed my trust in Him, He has guided 
and protected me and will continue to do 
so, just as He has promised. 
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following my time at the ashram, i 
traveled to the state of orissa and 
spent couple of weeks working along 
side karniel and jenny whom are part 
of the ngo- pici.  my roles there were 
to carry out discipleship training, 
audit and to assist them in building a 
better work system.  time with k&j 
was a complete eye opening 
experience, not so much the rural 
living standard but going through with 
them what they were facing.  as some 
of you can remember i met k&j while 
they were working for a different ngo- 
step. however, due to the ill 
treatments and the lack of integrity 
and accountability of the founder of 
this ngo.  they left.  although they 
have left peacefully and have not bad 
mouthed the founder, the founder saw 
them as a threat and the founder's 
father who is also living in this village 
started spreading lies and making 
accusations, as well as giving them 
indirect death threats.  k&j were, and 
still are to a certain extent, living in 
fear of their lives and had to put up 
with much gossips.  to begin with, i 
thought i was witnessing an indian 
drama sets in a rural village setting, 
however, toward the end of my stay, i 
was also being pulled into it where i 
was accused of using their established 
sewing center for my own financial 
gain.  i was glad to be able to walk 
away from that place by the end of the 
2wks (however k&j aren't so fortunate, 
so please do keep them in your 
thoughts and prayers, thx!)  and was 
able to take a week of rest in calcutta 
before i was back on the road to the 
north east with k&j for a sunday 
school teaching seminar where we 
had an enriching time learning how to 
teach bible in a way that is interesting, 
easy to understand for the children 
and applicable to their lives. 
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so, that pretty much summed up the 
45 days stay i had in india this time.   
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my plan is to return to india as a student 
next jan (2015) so that i can stay in 
india on a more permanent basis, and 
hopefully this language course (hindi) 
will give me the basic tool i need to 
communicate to the people i care dearly.  
but for the next 2months while im in 
the process of applying for the course 
admission and the student visa, i'll be 
returning to the uk for little over 3wks 
in the month of nov.  im also planning 
to revisit the ngo- hnb, in bangkok in 
dec to assist them with their annual 
christmas parties for the ladies working 
in the red light areas. 
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ok, i think this is all from me for now!!  
thank you for taking an interest in what 
im doing, journeying with me and 
praying for me!!  looking forward to 
seeing those that are in the uk next 
week!!  take care and God bless!! =) 
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constructive talk  
(27 sept) 
 
had a brief conversation 
with someone about the 
drama i was being 
dragged into while i 
was living in the village.   
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because i was unsure whether i should 
talk the founder and his father (more 
on behalf of k&j rather than to clear 
my name).  but her response was to, 
"just love them."  to be honest, i found 
this answer hard to accept.  ok, yes, 
she was right in the sense that i need 
to continue to show them love 
b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
commandment of all.  but at the same 
time, should we love with a blind eye 
and a shut mouth and just hope and 
pray that God will one day intervene?  
my understanding of the character of 
God tells me differently.  this God i 
know, believe in, placed my life upon 
whole heartedly is a God of justice, a 
God of goodness, a God of holiness.   
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unpunished.  so are we as christians, 
who are asked to live a life that is 
pleasing to Him, to imitate His 
characters, to sit and wait for His 
judgement without voicing out our 
disagreement?  if this is the case, then 
there is no need for anyone to stand 
up and voice out for those who cannot 
speak for themselves.  but think about 
this, when your child has done 
something wrong, do you just love 
him without letting him know he did 
wrong? if there is injustice going on 
among your circle of friends, do you 
keep your mouth shut? if the ones 
with power and authority are 
oppressing the poor and the widows, 
do we just let them be and continue 
with their ways?  i think not.  love 
takes actions.  love without action is 
meaningless.  and so, im learning how 
to carry out constructive talks with the 
intent to seek to understand the other 
party and to attempt to solve the 
problem at hand. 
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visiting the university campus, getting a taster             
lesson, being a perspective student 
�¹ Z � ef , �f a ��� � �  
È�h g �Å  
 
 
 
                                                                                   our morning study�*± •�� ?  
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praise points: 
- travel safety and protections; 
- His persistent love and promises; 
- time spent w/k&j; 
- for the sunday school training 
seminar; 
- many new friends i met; 
 
prayer requests: 
- for k&j safety; 
- j's health as she has recently 
contracted malaria and typhoid; 
- admission & student visa procedures; 
- time in the uk; 
- planning for bangkok; 
- relationship with Him. 

�����   
- ���	
�� ;  
- 
����
�� ;  
- � Karniel 
������� ;  
- ������ ! ;  
- �"#$%�&'( ;  
 
)*���   
- + Karniel 
����	 ;  
- ���,-./0123%45
67 ;  
- 8�9�:;<=> ;  
-?@A��� ;  
-BCD�EF ;  
- �
�GHI  
 

-------Debriefing Arrangements of Judy Ho in Nov ��� �  ������������� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 		 	
 

 
� �� �� �� �
 

 
 ------- 
Date������ ��  Time ������ ��  Venue������ ��  Contents������ ��  Parties Involved 

1/11 Sat�  Judy arrives UK/Cambridge��������	 /
�  

14:00-14:30 St Columba Sharing��  
Children Ministry 

�����  
2/11  Sun�   

Service Time 
����  

St Columba 
Special Prayer Time 

	
��
�  
English Service 

����  

3/11 
Mon 
�  

20:00-21:30 
Church Centre 

����  
Weekly Prayer Meeting 

�����  
All  

���  
4/11 Tue�  18:30-21:00 To be confirmed��  Dinner ��  Pastoral Team���  
5/11 Wed�  18:30-21:00 To be confirmed��  Sharing��  Rock Fellowship 

10/11 Mon�  20:00-21:30 
Church Centre 

����  
Weekly Prayer Meeting 

�����  
All  

���  

13/11 Thu�  18:30-21:30 Portugal Place Sharing��  
Joshua Fellowship 

 !"#$  

14/11 Fri%  19:00-21:30 
Church Centre 

����  
Sharing��  

Paul Group 
&'(  

14:00-15:30 St Columba Sharing��  
English Service 

����  
15:45-16:45 St Columba Sharing��  All ���  16/11 Sun�  

18:00-20:00 To be confirmed��  Dinner��  
All ���  

()* at own expense) 

13:00-15:30 
Church Centre 

����  
Sharing��  Jonah Group���  

17/11 Mon�  
20:00-21:30 

Church Centre 
����  

Weekly Prayer Meeting 
�����  

All ���  

18/11 Tue�  19:00-21:30 
Peterborough 

+,-  
Sharing��  

Peterborough CCC  
+,-./��  

20/11 Thu�  19:00-21:30 Eden Chapel Sharing��  (20 min� 0 ) 
Timothy Fellowship 

123#$  

21/11 Fri%  19:00-21:00 To be confirmed��  Dinner��  
Council Members 

45�  

24/11 Mon �  Judy leaves UK/Cambridge������
�	 /
�  
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���������������� Chinese Service 
������ ��  ������ ��  ������ ��  �	�	�	 �	  
�
�
� 
�  �
�
�
 �
  

2/11 ���  ���	
  ��
��  ���� 11:8-16 ���  

9/11 ���  �����  � !"  -- Wallace 

16/11 #$%  &'()*  +,
-.  /0� 3:9-15 ���  

23/11 
(�	 ) 

Louis �12��  �345  6789 16:9-20 Terry 

30/11 :;<  &'()*  ��  ��  :;<  
 

������ ��  ������ ��  ������ ��  ����������������  ������ ��  ������ �� /�
�
�
 �
  

2/11 =>  Sylvia ?@AB  CDE OliverE Charles Peter 

9/11 Desmond Edward ?@AB  FGE TerryE Andy           Grey 

16/11 Mary Samantha ?@AB  CDE���EHI  Wenjie 

23/11 
(�	 ) 

William Edward ?@AB  JKE CharlesE Grey Oliver 

30/11 :;<  Winnie ?@AB  PeterECDEHI  FG  
 

 
�������� Holy Communion 

 

������ �� Date ������������ Minister ������ �� Council Members 
2/11 �12�� Pastor Stanley Wong Lewis� Charles� JK � William 

 

 
���������������� English Service 

 

Date Speaker 
Service 
Leader 

Worship 
Leader Musicians 

Louis Chan COMBINED SERVICE with Chinese Ministry  
2/11 

Sermon Title & Passage: Imitating Christ (1 Corinthians 4:1-16) 

Pastor Stanley Wong Andi Wang Andi Wang Lindi Wang, Joseph 
9/11 

Sermon Title & Passage:  What should worship be like? (Isaiah 6:1-8) 

Louis Chan /Judy Ho Louis Chan Louis Chan Angela Huang 
Adrian Lui (vocal) 16/11 

Sermon Title & Passage: To be confirmed 

23/11 -------------------------- Baptism Service in Eden --------------------------- 

Pastor Stanley Wong Louis Chan Xi Mian John Chen, Joseph 
Yeerou Quah (vocal) 30/11 

Sermon Title & Passage:  What should prayer be like? (Matthew 6:5-15) 



 15 

�������� Refreshment 
������ �� Date   	
�	
�	
�	
� Responsible Persons 

2/11   ������  
9/11   ���� English team 
16/11   Cindy�����	
  

23/11 (�	 Baptism)   ��
� Christine���  
30/11   �������  

 

 

�	
��
��	
��
��	
��
��	
��
� Peterborough Chinese Christian Church 

������ ��� ��� ������ ��
 


������ ��� ��� ������ ��
 


	
�	
�	
�	
�� ��� ������ �� ����

4/11 (� )  �������  ���  ��  

9/10 ( )  !"#$%&'() 1:21-39*  ��+,$  -.  

11/11 (� )  /012345�678  �9�:&  ��  

18/11 (� )  ;<=2 +���� +>?��  @�� /Judy ��  

23/11 ( )  (��������	
� ) -- -.  

25/11 (� )  AB  — CD�EF 3:1-9 G�� /G,$  ��  
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2014 
�����
�����
�����
�����  CCCC Financial Briefing 
������ �� Income ���� ������ �� ����  £ 
������ �� Offering ���� Gift Aid ����

������ �� ����
Expenditure 

 ! ! !  !  Jan 3,640.00   6,179.92 
"!"!"! "!  Feb 4,419.19  9,138.01 
#!#!#! #!  Mar 6,636.00 10,545.65 5,961.25 
$!$!$! $! Apr 4,457.00  3,536.76 
%!%!%!%! May 4,883.00  5,177.90 
&!&!&!&! Jun 6,274.84  6,139.60 
'!'!'! '! Jul 3,700.00  6,475.35 
(!(!(! (! Aug 4,813.00  12,528.16 
)!)!)! )! Sep 4,121.00  5,153.63 
*** *! !! ! Oct 4,067.00  6,870.09 
+,+,+, +,  Total 47,011.03 10,545.65 67,160.67 
-.-.-. -. ���� /0/0/0 /0   Balance/Inadequate -9,603.99 

 
����------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brothers and sisters are welcomed to contribute 
personal testimonies, stories, or articles to this 
monthly bulletin. Comments and suggestions 
regarding the contents of this bulletin are also 
welcomed. Please communicate directly to Pastor 
Stanley Wong in person or write an email to 
stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk. LMNOPQR	

STUVWX7YZ[\-.E]^_`a
bcdeVfOPgLMN
WX/hi-
jklcmnop�12��qr_stu
stanley.wong@ cccc.org.ukc  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
������ ���� ���� ���� ���� ��  How to contact us 

����  
Pastoral Workers 

�����  Rev Helen Wong (helen.wong@cccc.org.uk) 
�	
��  Pastor Stanley Wong (stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk) 


����  Office Tel. 01223-506191  

�	����   
Sunday Service Venue St Columba’s Church, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EL 

������   
Church Centre Address 8 Blanford Walk, Cambridge CB4 3NQ 

��� www.cccc.org.uk   ��� info@cccc.org.uk 

 


