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Knowledge comes by hearing. The church that CCCC is about to acquire, Castle End
Mission Church, has a history related to missions.



The story begins with the founder of the Church, Mrs. Whibley, who was a devoted servant
of the Lord. In 1884, she established Castle End Mission to provide education and spiritual
nourishment for the poor people living in the Castle area of Cambridge (this church was also
a school at that time, called Working Men’s Institute). She also actively participated in the
foundation of another church in the town centre (this church, named Victoria Road
Congregational Church, has been demolished). At that time, a lot of University of
Cambridge students, and even some fellows of the royal academy, came to join the church
planted by Mrs. Whibley, and committed themselves to ministry. Among them was Dr.
Samuel Hart, who was deeply moved and inspired by Mrs. Whibley. He finally gave up a
promising academic career in the University and served as a missionary in China until he
died.

In 1902, Dr. Hart opened the Anglo-Chinese College in Tianjin. His vision was to improve
the education of the Chinese people and, at the same time, Christianize the children of the
most influential class in China. He hoped that Christianity might influence the future
Chinese leaders.

Interestingly, a well-known person, Eric Liddell, was a teacher in this College. He used to be
a British athlete and had won a golden medal in the Olympic Games before he was called by
the Lord to serve Him in China. So he went to Anglo-Chinese College and taught there. His
life story became known worldwide through the film ‘Chariots of Fire’ (1981), which was an
adaptation of the missionary’s biography.

Although this College no longer exists, it was the cradle of many Chinese scholars, including
physicists, medics, educators, translators, playwrights, and scientists in other fields. It has
been said that they have made great contributions for China and the world.

For all the reasons above, I think that Castle End Mission has a unique significance
especially for us, because it embodies a beautiful story of evangelical missions in China. The
good works of its founder, Mrs. Whibley, inspired Dr. Hart to serve the Lord passionately in
China. The latter’s good works, especially the foundation of Anglo-Chinese College in
Tianjin, were fruitful because it cultivated many capable Chinese who brought positive
changes to the country. Therefore, I asked myself again and again: why does God help us to
buy this special church today? Is it because He wants us to understand and remember
something special?

In the past, God has used missionaries like Dr. Hart and Eric Liddell to preach the gospel to
the Chinese people, but since the times have changed, is He using a different strategy today?
Does it fall on us, the oversea Chinese churches, to invest in evangelizing the Chinese
students, scholars, and other short-term visitors, and equip them well as a new generation of
“missionaries”, so that they may preach the gospel to China and other nations when they
leave us?

I pray that God will help us and give us wisdom to understand His will.
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JR+++ (But you and I, our love will never die, but guess we'll cry come first of
May. .. ) i

The theme of the OIC Fellowship last week was 'My Childhood'. At that time, I really
couldn't remember what my childhood was because it was a long time ago. I probably have
some photos but they were in Hong Kong. Therefore, I was planning to bring a historical
photo, which is a photo of '"When Aaron first saw his brother Boaz'. Having said that, I was
in a rush and forgot to bring it to church. I ended up sharing the story of my childhood pet - a
guinea pig.

However, it turns out that I do have a memorable childhood event. Back in the days I was

young and naive. The junior high school me joined my neighbours, the 10 of us, to watch the

movie Melody. I was thrilled after watching the movie; shortly afterwards, the movie was

re-released and I watched it with my neighbours again. Two years later the movie was re-
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released again and I watched it on my own this time. Watching the same movie 3 times in
the same cinema is a record that [ haven't broken. A few years ago, I found out that there
was a high-definition DVD of this movie on sale online so I bought it. Recently a Blu-ray
version is available and my mind is on it again (should I buy it or not?)... Actually, I also
kept a Melody vinyl film soundtrack.

I know 'feelings' is very hard to explain, especially when it comes to cherishing memories in
the past, and in particular the people and events in childhood, which we all indulge in.
Actually, the movie Melody was not very popular in the West, but the complete opposite
happened in Asia. This movie is mainly about daily life. For example, the stories of middle
school students in classes and their erotic events, and a child-like first love story. Some may
think this movie is simple and plain, but it is really realistic and meaningful. Perhaps this is
what the director wants to express. There are no shocking words of wisdom; no memorable
words of romantic or loving promises. It is all so natural and peaceful, but it is amazing that
in this plainness you can sense a hint of fragrance, and some plots are always lingering in the
heart, they always seem so new to me.

I believe the songs and music of Melody also plays an important role in letting us cherishing
both this movie and one's childhood. “In The Morning” reminds me of the vibrant morning,
“Melody Fair” reminds me of the image of my dream girlfriend, “To Love Somebody”
reminds me of the hardships of getting a girlfriend. “First of May” reminds me of the
beauty of love but also its helplessness. Over the years, I had the strangest feelings towards
the song “First of May”. Why do the name and content of the song mention 1st May, not
Ist August or Ist October? What will happen on 1st May? Is there anything hidden behind
all this? I have been searching and waiting for the answer. So on April Fools (1st April) and
on Children's Day (4th April), I always look forward to May 1 and see what happens.

This ‘mystery’ was finally revealed this year. "then | saw all that God has done. No one can
comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all their efforts to search it out, no one
can discover its meaning. Even if the wise claim they know, they cannot really comprehend
it. So | reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do

are in God’s hands, but no one knows whether love or hate awaits them." (Ecclesiastes 8: 17-
9:1) On my schedule, the exchange of contract for the Castle End Mission and the date of the
deposit should be in mid-April, but the final confirmed date was 30th April. Amazingly, due
to some coincidences and some insurance issues, this was delayed by one day. This means
the exchange of contract and the payment of deposit completed on 1st May. This coincides
with the church’s anniversary in May and affirms God’s grace and purpose for Cambridge
Chinese Christian Church. Furthermore, it is such a great birthday gift to our church.

“First of May” is a song that describes first love. It first describes how we find the
Christmas tree very tall and big when we were young and small. But as time flies, we
realised we became taller than the Christmas tree, and the love in the past may no longer be
the same. It is emotional when a place is still the same but the people, we all changed. For
couples in love, they treasure the love at the very moment and it may not matter whether the
love is eternal. However, God's love is eternal, so that we cannot but pour out tears of
thanksgiving - "But you and |, our love will never die, but guess we'll cry come first of
May..."
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I do apologise for not writing sooner!
Last month was a hectic and worrying
month for me as my beloved 99yo Ah
Por (Grandma) had a fall in the care
home and has been refusing to eat and
drink since. It has been almost 50 days
since the fall and she has had 3
hospital stays, has survived on nothing
(no food, no drink, no drips) for 12
days as well as a minor stroke last
week. At one point we thought she
would join Ah Gong (Grandpa) in
heaven, but she hung in there and
currently, she is back in the elderly
care home and being tube fed. I really
thank God for His unexpected
financial provision the previous month
which enabled me to return to HK in
short notice to see Ah Por and to hold
her hand. 1 would really appreciate
your prayers for her- for her health,
comfort and peace; for the care that
she receives back in the care home;
and, for my uncle and his family as
they have been extremely busy trying
to visit Ah Por daily.

Apart from that, I am continuing making
good progress on my local language.
Not only am I attending classes daily at
the government run university, I am also
taking private tutoring three times a
week in order to work on my
conversation skill. A month ago I felt
there was a sudden breakthrough in my
local language - something 'clicked' so
to speak, so prayers for this to continue
would be appreciated.

As well as being busy with the
language learning, I have recently been
invited to take on the role of 'country
crisis response coordinator'. 1 will be
responsible to draw out the
contingency plans for our fellow
workers for the various risks which we
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something similar to the work 1 did
before which involved managing risks,
I would appreciate prayers for wisdom
and time management.

Having visited a number of different
churches for a few months, I have
finally settled in one local church.
This church was established by a
wheelchair bound pastor and the
church's vision is to serve the
disadvantaged. Please pray for ways
for me to get plugged in and to
establish some solid friendships.

And looking forward to (and prayers
for) the coming two months:-

e | will continue to attend local
language classes. The semester will
be coming to an end at the end of
this month and there will be an end
of term exam at the beginning of
June;

e admission for the new semester
(July18-Jan19) will start this month,
please pray for smooth process and
able to extend my study visa;

e providing English tuition classes
three times a week at a girl’s home.
Please pray for patience and
deepening friendship;

e [ aim to complete the contingency
plans and various other projects
within the next couple of months.
Please pray for wisdom and time
management.

Thank you my friends, until next time.
God bless. <3

Editor’'s Note: if you want to know more about our
missionary work, to support our missionary financially
or to be her prayer partners, please contact our
pastors.
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# ~ 4 L English Service
Date | Speaker Worship Leader | Service Leader Musicians
65 Rev Helen Wong Church Anniversary Holy Communion Service
Sermon Title & Passage: New Vision, New Direction (Matthew 9:9-17)
Calvin Cheah Elder SN Chin | Elder SN Chin | "Yondy Zong (Key), Joseph Ng
13/5 (Guitar)
Sermon Title & Passage: Togetherness (Acts 2:42-47)
205 Pastor Daniel Eng Wendy Zong Joseph Ng Vivian Sze-To (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: To be confirmed
575 Pastor Stanley Wong | Joseph Ng Joseph Ng Vivian Sze-To (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: Do you want to get well? (John 5:1-14)
¥ % Holy Communion
HEH Date | & A\ Minister FHEE Council Members
6/5 =1 54BN Rev Helen Wong --
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OGETHER
Class Joy Class Love Class Hope ?::::fr?
Date |Worship Remarks
Teacher TA Teacher TA Teacher Teacher
21st Anniversary ALL
: ; 2 classes join
6-May _ Julia Yaping Yang Fan | Tongtong Shirley Uiy | e i
in Main Hall
13-May | Carmen | Xiangjun Emily Jane - Johnson Hampton
Chinese congregations
combined service.
20-May | Winnie Amy Yvoone Jane Iris Daniel Mary Class Faith remains
for sermon on 3rd
Sunday
27-May | Mary Amy Hongmei Amiee | Dingming Winnie Mary
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T s TiEkR, MAABIEIAIER, REEERE, REFREOAT. o CUEHE 2:11-22)

Theme Pas

citizens with God’s people and also members of His household.”

sage:
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“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
(Ephesians 2:11-22)




2018 %t € P4 ¥z §j 38 CCCC Financial Briefing

A Income (EIFE) S
k Z=Rk Offering Gift Aid/ Expenditure
Other Income
—H Jan 3,121.93 5,055.09
—H Feb 4,647.15 5,076.70 4,712.88
= H Mar 3,598.70 11,104.97
PdH Apr 4,350.65 6,891.51
451 Total 15,718.43 5,076.00 27,764.45
4te%/ A Balance/Inadequate -6,969.32

Remarks % 33: 2+ 7 ¢ 32k ¥ 2L & & 21£52,687.80 - 4ot #icp § # B > Fiow €35 449
£52,687.80 no included above. If you have questions about these figures, please contact the Treasurer.

IR (R E MR T2 —RRE N, RsA R, DUREAIR, 2 2R B R
FHERE, MEEREIRM, EEMEEnA. | (%hikE 3:10) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there

may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10)
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° Building Fund expenditure

@rm@lﬁima

v’ Z Bk E Castle End Mission & %18 5 #4352 > K X 785 (Pray that God will prepare for the
needs required for the purchase of Castle End Mission)

v B —F F P bhka Elo i - K BR (Pray that God will fortify the unity among
brothers and sisters through this church building purchase)

v B $kqr] B O3 8% H Castle End Missionég{Z s 930352 - 5K £ ¥ B (Pray that God will
help each one of us to have confidence and determination in purchasing Castle End Mission)

v’

25 B B R 2 & O 1EAT S TS SE - K X 4% 3 (Pray that God will protect our church from any

attack from Satan)

o BE&EF Y How to contact us

=T =578 Rev Helen Wong (helen wong@cccc.org.uk)
&= HE={E & Pastor Stanley Wong (stanlev.wong@ccec.org.uk)

01223-506191

FEIET

Pastoral Workers
- FE = EE Office Tel.
T H&=FFHrEk

Sunday Service Venue
Church Centre Address
Eal © www.ccec.orguk ZFEEH[ ¢ info@cccec.orguk

St Columba®s Church, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EL

8 Blanford Walk, Cambridge CB4 3MNQ)

HotB % Editorial Team: 3 3< % Pastoral Team
* 8§ §83F Translators for this month: F’ % Adrian Lui ~ 7% '%
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