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A new year has begun. This year the theme for our Church is: "In Christ We are One
Family."

We are One Family, can be made possible usually by birth, adoption, getting married or
extending our family through marriage. Other than that, we may consider our good friends or
fellow compatriots as family members. However, in reality even best friends can easily
become strangers, and it is never easy to treat other people as family members. Very often, it
is also challenging to maintain a good relationship among members of a family. There is an
ancient Chinese idiom: "Siblings are as close as one's hands and feet, and married couple are
like garment on one's body." But in reality, sibling relationship can easily become hostile
especially disputing over money. Relationship between parents and children can turn bitter
due to many other reasons. Hence, "We are One Family" is easier said than done.

Once when Jesus was preaching, someone said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” But He answered and said to the
one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And He stretched out
His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever
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does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” When we read
this passage in Matthew 12, we may wonder why Jesus said such a thing. How could Jesus
react in such harsh and cool manner?

Certainly, Jesus loves his family members. However, Jesus' words are very profound and
real. Indeed, the best reason for us to be one family is the fact that we are all members of
God the Father's family. But to become members of the Father's family we must "do the will
of the Father in heaven". However, anyone dare to say he has "done the will of My Father in
heaven"?

In Ephesians 2, the Apostle Paul told us that: Once we were "far away from God" and we
were also distance from each other. But by the blood of Jesus, we have reunited with God,
hence have re-joint with other believers. For Jesus has "destroyed" the "dividing wall"
between the two groups, and Jesus has put "their hostility" to "death" by His "body".

Ephesians 2: 15-16 says: "His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of
the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the
cross, by which he put to death their hostility". And in verse 19, "Consequently, you are no
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of
his household".

Therefore, today each of us who believes and baptised into Jesus Christ, God has viewed us
as someone who "does the will of (Him)" because of Jesus and treated us as "member of
God's family". In other words, we are One Family through "being in Christ", and as we are
children of God, we are brothers and sisters. Also, we will remain siblings forever, as this
relationship is not limited on earth but in heaven too. This sibling relationship is also not
based on our original relationship, or how much we like each other, or how much we benefit
or help each other. Our sibling relationship is completely upon Jesus Christ.

There is a very good song, it says: "We are in one family, thanks to Jesus, thanks to Jesus,
we are God's children..." In particular, "treat each other with His gracious love". Often there
are problems in our family because we did not "treat each other graciously", because we
feel that others are not worthy. In actual fact, every member of God's family deserves to be
treated graciously. For Jesus told us that whatever kindness you do to others, even the
insignificant thing, it has done unto Him.

In John 13:34-35, the Lord Jesus told His disciples (members of God's family), "A new
command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Brothers and sisters, in the new year, other than to know that "In Christ We are One Family",
let's pray that in this Cambridge Church, God's family, through Christ, we learn how to love
one another. Amen.
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Few weeks ago, I was talking on the phone with my mother who lives in Hong Kong. Very
strangely, she mentioned about things that happened to me when I was young. She
mentioned about keeping pets when I was young, and the purpose of that was to keep my
heart...

When I was young, our family lived in a public housing estate in Hong Kong. It was very
narrow and the situation at home was not easy. My mum would earn extra money by looking
after children at home, on top of my uncle who was single also lived with us. What was a
very small flat become even smaller. At that time, I kept a hamster, some goldfish as well as
a budgie. I believe there was a time when I had kept more than three types of pets at home.
Those that are on the ground, in the sky, and in the water were all at my home, and they
were all managed by me. After a while, these pets gradually passed away, and I have
forgotten about these things.

I'm still thinking about what my mum has said, and why she mentioned what seems to be
something so trivial from the past? There could be two reasons, the first is she has hidden
these things in her heart for very long time and she never said a word and just stuck with the
bad memory. The second reason could be because she sees that her grandchild is becoming
13 years old, and gradually starting his puberty, which is a big change in his life. They will
start having their own thinking and views to things, and his characters will also be shaped at
that time. My mother knows that I have a strong character and I would be a very strict dad,
and she might be worried that I might be overly strict to my son, which might upset him.
There might be potential conflicts, which at the end will jeopardise our relationship.



My mother was born before the wars and only studied for a year at school. I didn't know that
she has such wisdom and already have thought about the times that I might be rebellious
during my puberty. As a result, she let me keep all these pets at home, despite of the difficult
situation at home, and even if she didn't really want to, she didn't say a word. After many
years her grandson is stepping into puberty and finally, she has reminded me of what
happened after so many years. The purpose of that is to make me reflect and remind me of
how my past might reflect onto my child.

There is a verse in 1 Peter chapter 4: “Above all, love each other deeply because love
covers over a multitude of sins.” I believe this is true that love is patient, love is kind, love
is not self-seeking and is not easily angered, and it always protects and perseveres. With that,
sin is very difficult to get through the safety net of love.

Also I've come to another conclusion: that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in
God's hands, but no one knows whether love or hate awaits them. (Ecclesiastes 9:1)

‘ w "“ Brothers and sisters are welcomed to contribute personal
‘y testimonies, stories, or articles to this monthly bulletin. Comments
and suggestions regarding the contents of this bulletin are also

ﬁi@ﬁﬂ% ,l/ welcomed. Please communicate directly to Pastor Stanley Wong in

person or write an email to stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk.
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Worship Service .
Date | Speaker Leader Leader Musicians
- Pastor Stanley Wong | Combined Holy Communion Service
Sermon Title & Passage: In Christ, we are one family (Ephesians 2:11-22)
. Elder SN ..
1 Calvin Cheah Joseph Ng Chin Vivian Sze-To (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: Gethsemane (Mark 14:27-42)
. Joshua Bell Wendy Zong | Joseph Ng | Elder SN Chin (Key), Joseph Ng (Guitar)
Sermon Title & Passage: TBC (Mark 14:43-52)
281 Rev lan Ma Rachel To Joseph Ng | Wendy Zong (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: TBC
¥ % Holy Communion
HEH Date | =& A Minister FHE Council Members
71 =1 47BN Rev Helen Wong 22 ~ Charles ~ THEF ~ (£ E
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Sunday-school Rota January 2018
T ogerrer
Class
Class Joy Class Love Class Hope Faith
Date | Worship Remarks
Teacher TA Teacher Teacher Teacher
ALL classes join
- . g worship in the
7-Jan Amy YaPing Yang Fan | Tongtong Winnie Danny ;
- = N B . Main Hall ;
Normal Iesson
14-Jan Winnie Amy Emily Jane Dingming Johnson Hampton
Class Joy joins SS
21-Jan | Carmen | Xiangjun Amy Jane Wenting Shirley Mary \\:U_I-S]]_l ].‘?_I (']?SS
Faith joins EM
worship
28-Jan Mary julia Hongmei Jane Carmen Danny
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~E A K g Peterborough Chinese Christian Church
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23/1 (Z) | &BEK AT S
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2017 4t € P4 ¥ §j 38 CCCC Financial Briefing

WA Income (£1FE) S
. Z=gk Offering Gift Aid/ Expenditure
Other Income
—H Jan 5,549.00 9,399.89
—H Feb 4,528.00 7,788.54 4,676.10
= H Mar 4,386.00 3,507.21
VdH Apr 4,454.00 6,043.04
+H H May 6,177.00 5,041.31
7~ June 4,579.00 4,368.32 7,826.55
+ H July 5,781.10 6,503.99
J\H Aug 5,715.00 8,018.44
JLH Sep 3,137.00 9,614.32
—+H Oct 6,337.00 5,112.27
—+—H Nov 5,343.60 7,750.33
+—H Dec 5,427.74 6,165.98
451 Total 61,414.44 12,156.86 80,259.43
4te%/ A% Balance/Inadequate -6,688.13

Remarks # 31 4o¥t#cp 7R B €31 A3 o Ifyou have questions about these figures, please contact the Treasurer:

EEEHEER.  [RMESEE MR+ —2RENE R, IR AR, DIEEIR, 2 &M b R
FHERE, MEERERM, EEMEEnA. | (BhikE 3:10) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10)

2018 ¢ I 88 Church Theme: EEE 2 FFIE—3KA In christ, We Are One Family
FREL - TSk, RORBEIANSIR, RREERE, REBRENAT. | CUEFTE2:1122)

Theme Passage: “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of His household.” (Ephesians 2:11-22)

o] BE4&F A How to contact us

= FEHZET Rev Helen Wong (helen.wong@ccce.org.uk)
= [ 5% {% 78 Pastor Stanley Wong (stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk)

Wik \ = B EE Office Tel. [01223-506191
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Pastoral Workers

=
EH ﬂ?%$iﬂj‘£ St Columba’s Church, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EL
Sunday Service Venue
2oeg ik .
Church Centre Address 8 Blanford Walk, Cambridge CB4 3NQ

aghl - www.ccec.org.uk ZFEH[ : info@cccc.org.uk

HotB % Editorial Team: 3 3< % Pastoral Team
* # %33 Translators for this month: % 3§ #J” Joseph Ng » B84 4P Lily Tang
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