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God always has His best time to act, but we peoples are often weak in faith and can't wait
patiently —sometimes we are so anxious that we make ourselves like ants on a hot pot, and
our life becomes so miserable; sometimes we just couldn’t hold ourselves that we make our
own decision and act recklessly, and the result is to mess things up and ask God to clean up
the mess.

James 5:7-8 says, "Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See
how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the
autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s
coming is near.” The farmers in Palestine can be patient because their experience have told
them that when the autumn and spring rains come, the valuable crop in the land will naturally
yield, so there is no need to worry and they just need to wait with peace of mind. And in the
case of drought that happens sometimes, when the autumn and spring rains didn’t arrive, it's
actually useless to worry. In the end, we can only accept it and continue to wait patiently,
hoping that the autumn and spring rains will come again in the future. Christians’ waiting for
God may also need the mentality of these farmers. Although it sounds like helplessness or not
aggressive enough, the lessons of faith are often learned from this upward looking and solely
relying on God.

Of course, waiting patiently is not the same as standing aside and doing nothing, because
sometimes God allows difficulties to come. These delays are actually helping us because God
wants us to learn some homework out of these — for example, if He allows drought or even
famine to come, it may be because He wants us to learn to store food in advance to prevent
hunger, or to prepare for the worst; and another example is if He allows "a brother or sister
in need" (i.e. poor) may be because He wants "anyone has material possessions" to have
"pity on them" (1 John 3:17), to come and help them. In short, God “creates all things and
becomes beautiful at the right time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). “All things” can always
“effectively serve each other according to God's will, and benefit those who love God”
(Romans 8:28).

Recently, people have begun to worry about the situation of the church, such as financial
tightness, absenteeism and lateness of worship, lack of people to serve, and some tensions
between brothers and sisters. All seems to be uneasy problems to resolve. Perhaps many
people are praying to ask God when He will help? When will He let the church centre to be
sold out? When will He increase the quality of preaching in the Services? When will He let
all brothers and sisters to have our pastors visiting them one by one? Or when will He let a
particular "troublesome person" to change? I sometimes think that God wants us to wait
patiently, often just for one reason, that is, those of us who ask these questions are themselves
changed by the Holy Spirit — pay more effort, involve more, care more for others, more
tolerance for each other... In short, God wants us to keep our eyes on the Lord Jesus and rely
solely on Him rather than relying on the smoothness of peoples and things. Then, no matter
the time is good or bad, we continue to serve with loyalty, to share the Good News with
enthusiasm, and to love each other deeply.
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I have never thought that it can get this hot in the UK, it is as hot as Hong Kong. I've also
broken my own record of how much beer I have drunk- there is just never enough. Also, I
have basically been having a cold shower every day, I don’t think many people from church
was like me.

In fact, there were lots of good things about having cold showers when you have a look on the
Internet. It says that those who have cold showers regularly are not afraid of the cold, and they
won’t catch a cold easily. It is a prevention to illnesses related to the blood vessels. Cold
showers can make your skin better and can also improve your digestive system, making your
digestive system stronger and increase your appetite. Not only that, cold showers can help
with your hormonal system. As a person who is losing his hair, cold showers brings another
good news because cold showers will help with hair growth- it makes your hair more shiny
and healthier. No wonder the top of my head is unusually shiny, perhaps the cold showers
worked.

‘cold’ often has a negative connotation when used, for example a cold laugh, when someone
is ‘cold’, cold feet or cold-blooded. In opposite, warmth or heat are different and are seen as
more of a positive term in Chinese, for example warm-hearted, a warm person or when a

product is ‘hot’ on the market. People like things that make them feel good and comfortable,
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but actually things that seem to be negative often can help us to focus on the problems and to
find out the root of the issues. For example if you have back pain, it might be because you are
not sitting properly, or you might be overworked or have problems with your bones. If your
business is going downhill, this might be a warning sign and requires our attention and to
assess the reasons behind it. If someone said that you are a cold person, then we have to reflect
and see where the problem 1s within ourselves. This negative feeling is actually similar to the
word bitterness, a lot of people don’t like the sensation of ‘bitter’. In Chinese, the word ‘bitter’
is a synonym with ‘hardship’- and it says the more hardship you endure, the stronger you
become as a person. Another example in Chinese is that we say that what’s bitter for the mouth
is often good for you, referring to Chinese medicine, which is often bitter in taste. These are
examples where something negative has been turned into something positive.

If you understood the above, then you will understand why our daily lives are always on T
junctions. Often we are in between decisions- there is white and there is black, there is good
and there is evil, at times it’s high, and sometimes it’s low. There is working and resting, and
there is happiness and tragedies. Even those who have not read the Bible, or atheist, will know
that life is unpredictable, we cannot tell whether tragedies or good things come to us, and we
know that life is never a straightforward road, but they often think that they can face it and
they can overcome it by themselves. This is very similar to the Book of James in chapter 4:13-
14 ‘Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend
a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what
will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while
and then vanishes.’. This is very similar to the analogy by Jesus Christ in Luke 12:17-20
‘““The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself,
‘What shall | do? | have no place to store my crops. “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll
do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store my surplus
grain. And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take
life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself?”’

A while ago we went to the Disneyland resort in Florida, USA. In the morning, the sky was
blue and there was no clouds at all. We only walked for 10 minutes and we were all sweating,
we had to go into restaurants and shops to cool down because of the heat. We were hoping
that there is a bit of rain might calm it down. In fact, there were a few times when there were
thunderstorms and heavy showers, which meant some of the rides in the theme park had to
stop - that was a bit disappointing. But having said that, there were many people who like to
have fun in the water, because of the heat, I saw many kids and adults who went near the
bottom of the water slide, and would make themselves wet from the water splashed from the
canoes, it looked extraordinary! So whether it is sunny, rainy, cloudy or stormy, there is always
a reason within it.

The funny thing is God allows this earth to have polarised things, For example, he allowed for
two types of tree in the Garden of Eden. But how we choose, has a world of difference.
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Date | Speaker Worship Leader Service Leader Musicians
219 Calvin Cheah Holy Communion Combined Service
Sermon Title & Passage: Converting the unconvertible (Acts 9:1-31)
9/9 Pastor Daniel Eng | Angela/Leo Huang | Joseph Ng | Samantha Wong (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: Choose For Yourself (Joshua 24:14-15)
16/9 Joshua Bell | Elder SN Chin | Elder SN Chin | Angela Huang (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: A hint of things to come (Acts 9:32-43)
23/9 Calvin Cheah | Wendy Zong | Joseph Ng | Samantha Wong (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: Crazy Rich Asians (Revelation 3:14-22)
30/9 Bartow Wylie | Joseph Ng | Joseph Ng | Wendy Zong (Key)
Sermon Title & Passage: Moving to a new future (Exodus 33)




¥ % Holy Communion

HEH Date | =& A Minister FHE Council Members
2/9 =1 4 ET Rev Helen Wong f£E -~ Charles ~ Zfj&F ~ Danny
-
A BE Refreshment
HHH Date | & & A Responsible Persons
2/9 PR/2Z% ~ Polly
9/9 P 22K ~ Charles
16/9 ST~ FER
23/9 & Meal: E2 R ~ fE{& - Charles
30/9 OIC H#2
' : LEAR.N[NQ
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@ I Gors
H
Sunday-school Rota September 2018 ooy
DEETHER
Class Class
- Class Joy Class Love Hope Faith
Date |Worship Remarks
Teacher TA Teacher TA Teacher Teacher
2-Sep Amy HongMei Winnie Danny - Mary
Mid-Autumn
9-Sep | Carmen | Xiangjun Emily Amiee Wenting Carmen Danny Sunday: No §S
! worship, Class
16-Sep | Carmen |Xiangjun| Hongmei Jane Carmen Love+Hope will
do craft together
73.Se Amy Yaping Yvonne | Dingming  Carmen in St Columba’s
-oep Hall. PIC
Yvonne &
30-Sep | Winnie Julia | Helen Cheng Jane Winnie Carmen

# 17 % X §x ¢ Peterborough Chinese Christian Church

Hi¥ | E/AE mEEEAN | REEY | R
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99 (H) |BESE BPRFEE May | &FF
11/9(Z) | & - BRrtbEF 2= BT+ Julia | B2
18/9 (Z) | Sl — (eEETHEEEEES BPRFEE wARAET | E3
239 (H) |EET= BPJpFHEE May | &FF
2509 () | PRKIEEEG BT+ A Julia | B2




2018 %t € P4 ¥ §§ 3F CCCC Financial Briefing

£ WA Income (£1FE) By
Z&k Offering | Gift Aid/ Other Income Expenditure

—H Jan 3,121.93 5,055.09
—H Feb 4,647.15 5,076.70 4,712.88
—=H Mar 3,598.70 11,104.97
VdH Apr 4,350.65 6,891.51
+H H May 3,329.12 6,465.21
75H Jun 3,960.00 5,400.03
T H Jul 4,050.65 7,256.50
J\H Aug 2,845.05 9,466.15
ZEH1 Total 29,903.25 5,076.70 56,352.34
mﬁﬁ‘i/xﬁ& Balance/lnadequate -21,372.39

Remarks % 3318 7 & #1235 i SIM £ ¢ £3,000 (T 2 & 2 )t 2 ik bk o doftded AN > FeDe €343 -

Expenditure of August includes ﬁnanczal support of £3,000 (second half instalment) to SIM for Judy. If you have questions about these figures,
please contact the Treasurer.

SRR (R ESRERTr 2 — RN, ERSE R, DUERENE, 2 5 R IR b K

FHERE, EEER, EESErE. | (BhiiE 3:10) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there

may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven
and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10)

?ﬁ- 4 :'ryﬁ ‘]%"}E Fundraising for Church Building Purchase (E;Z as of 21/9/2018)
FE T FE 3 B RTRA FTR AT The latest financial situation for the purchase of church building :

I Eay \_J;% Pledge offering received £316,276.00
L ER T E‘ 2% Interest-free loans received £ 245.000.00
© T 44 % Total received £ 561,276.00
# 2 Minus : % % * Church Building Purchase cost - £510,800.00
&2 Minus : 2 & % * Other costs -£ 12.106.15
¥ 4% Remaining amount £ 38,369.85
*E3/H 5 F * Renovation/Other costs (7f ¥ Budget) £ 289,200
* % % Debts (2/2019 B 4547 1 Repayment started) £ 245,000

$XRemarks : K £ £ 7 77§ £ [7 7 # & & Total Savings of all bank accounts £ 81,963
R 4/ ;3//;(— pledge offering to be received £ 5,000 (2018 - .% yearend)
42 i 4 installments £ 18,850 (#& 7 /< B monthly payments)

g»—rt}f KRR R pj‘ h 4 % [i k2 37 7%»" & The fundraising is still carry on, please do your best for offering and continue to pray.
o] FEE4%Fe{T How to contact us

FErE T U E$7HT Rev Helen Wong (helen wongi@ccec.org uk)
Pastoral Workers = H58{E3iE Pastor Stanley Wong (stanlev wong@cccc org uk)
s -= EEE Office Tel. | 01223-506191
=H %ﬁ*ﬂ% S5t Columba’s Church, Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EL
Sundav Service Venue = =
FrEEIS AL

5 Pound Hill, Cambridge CB3 0AE

CCCC Postal Address

fEiHE - www.ccecc.org.uk  ZEH[ © infol@cccc.org.uk

{8 '8 Editorial Team: 3T X %2 Pastoral Team
% 3J %53F Translators for this month: 5 P2 £ Samantha Wong ~ B%4% 4 Lily Tang
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