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In the event of the birth of the Lord Jesus in Christmas, Joseph was an often overlooked
but actually very important character, all because he had made several critical decisions
before and after the birth of the Lord Jesus.

Joseph’s first critical decision was on how he deals with Mary’s unmarried pregnancy.
At that time, from any point of human views, Joseph was someone who "got hurt", so
he could definitely retaliate against the one who "hurt" him, but Joseph "yet did not

want to expose her to public disgrace, he had bn wind to divoree her quie’ch," (Matthew 1:19)
The fact is that at the time, “to expose her to public disgrace” was a relatively easy and
also the right thing to do according to the law, but on the contrary "to divorce her quietly)"
was relatively more difficult and something that might bring gossips from others. But

what Joseph outshined others was that he had this thinking of returning good for evil,
that is, as the Lord Jesus said later, to insist to "Love your enemies and pray for those who

persecute You'" (Matthew 5:44) even if you may suffer losses. Therefore, when the angel

of the Lord explained everything to Joseph, he did not hesitate to immediately take Mary
home as wife, but he did not have sex with her.

Have you ever thought that Joseph had already taken Mary home as wife, why didn't he
have sex with her? Some people think that this was Joseph's initiative to cooperate with
God's salvation plan, because the prophet's prophecy was "the virgin will conceive and

give birth to a son”, so if they have sex before the Lord Jesus was born, the one who "
conceive and give bivth to a son " will no longer be a "virgin". Whether or not this was

Joseph’s idea at the time, it’s worth thinking about. In fact, very often God's plans are
accomplished through the cooperation of the people He touches. For example, how can
we be capable to buy a church building and to start the current renovation even before
the church centre is sold? Isn't it that peoples are being touched by God to take the
initiative to give money offerings or to provide the loans?

Joseph’s second critical decision was whether the family should leave the homeland and
go to a strange place far away. At that time, the angel of the Lord commanded Joseph
to flee to Egypt with the family, because Herod wanted to destroy baby Jesus, and we
saw that Joseph was still so obedient that he set off immediately that night. May be
Joseph didn't necessarily understand why God asked them to go to Egypt — is there any
other reason besides fulfilling the prophet's prophecy (refers to Matthew 2:15)? Today,
historians tell us that Egypt was directly under the jurisdiction of the Roman emperor,
so it was impossible for Herod to find or even harm the family of Joseph, and therefore
Egypt could be said as the safest place for them.

Sometimes God's arrangement 1s not something we can understand right away, just as
another Joseph in the Old Testament (the son of Jacob) who was being sold by his elder
brothers, God also ‘arranged’ him to go to Egypt where he later became ruler over Egypt
and he also had the chance to meet his brothers who came to buy food. At that time,
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Joseph finally understood and he said to his brothers, "because it was to save Lives that
God sent wme ahead of You... But God sent wme ahead of You to preserve for You a remmant
on earth and to save Your Lives by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me

here, but God." (Genesis 45:4-8)

What about us compared to these two Josephs? Can we believe that there are God's good
intentions for us to be here in Cambridge, England (or anywhere in the world)?

Joseph’s last critical decision was whether they should return to his hometown.
Originally after Herod's death, the angel of the Lord commanded Joseph to return to the
land of Israel with his family, but at that time Joseph was afraid as he heard that
Archelaus who was even more cruel than Herod had become the Jewish King. However,
God is sympathetic to the weakness of man, and He instructed Joseph to change to the
territory of Galilee. Finally, when they arrived in Nazareth, they stayed to live there, not
only was this fulfilled the prophecy of the prophet (refers to Matthew 2:19-23), but also
because Nazareth was a place where no one cared (refers to John 1:43-51), the Lord Jesus
can then live there safely and without any incident for almost 30 years until He came
out to preach.

May be today we are all weaker than Joseph, but God is also sympathetic to our
weakness, and He can also use us to complete His plan. As the apostle Paul said in 2
Corinthians 12:9, “But he said to wme, “My grace is sufficlent for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakmess.” Therefore L will boast all the more gladly about my weakmnesses,
so that Christ's power may rest on we." In fact, what God requires is that we have the
same obedience as Joseph, and He can then handle everything else.

May our Lord help us, and let us learn some lessons in this Christmas from how Joseph
made his decisions. Amen.
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© @ i“l ' y Brothers and sisters are welcomed to contribute personal
y. "=« | testimonies, stories, or articles to this monthly bulletin. Comments
" ; 1 and suggestions regarding the contents of this bulletin are also
&1@ ﬁﬁ% )/’ welcomed. Please communicate directly to Pastor Stanley Wong in

"ﬂ person or write an email to stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk.
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Date | Speaker Worship Leader Service Leader Musicians
5/1n Julian Williams Holy Communion Combined Service
Sermon Title & Passage: A Tale of Two Fields (Acts 15:36-41)
o/1n Pastor Daniel Eng | Angela Huang Joseph Ng Samantha Wong (Keys)
Sermon Title & Passage: Opportunity Not (Acts 16:1-10)
L6/12 William Zong Angela Huang Joseph Ng Samantha Wong (Keys)
Sermon Title & Passage: The light of hope (Isaiah 9:2-6)
312 Rev. Simon Quah | Wendy Zong Joseph Ng Angela Huang (Keys)
Sermon Title & Passage: The Lord cares for people of low position (Luke 2:1-14)
3012 Joseph Ng Mary Lau Joseph Ng Melody Wong (Keys)

Sermon Title & Passage: TBC (Acts 16:11-40)




3 %4 Holy Communion

p #f Date | i 4" A Minister 72 % Council Members
2/12 H 31§ 427 Rev Helen Wong Joseph ~ # & ~ E % ~ Mary
A
% . Refreshment
p #f Date | i & * Responsible Persons
2/12 EE
9/12 P& A~ Iris
16/12 EAZ S F S
23/12 %K Drink : 5t~ / B %& Meal : § 2 - H 3 &
30/12 OIC 7%
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Sunday-school Rota December 2018 T
DGETHER
: Class Class
Class Joy Class Love Hape Faith
Date |Worship Remarks
Teacher TA Teacher TA Teacher Teacher
2-Dec --= Jane XKiangjun Yvonne Viana Carmen
9-Dec Carmen Jane Yaping Danny Dingming Mary Carmen
Class Love n Faith join
16-Dec - Amy Emily Almee Wenting Mary EM waorship, then usual
class lesson
All classes join
MainHall worship. Class
; ¢ . g " 5 Love n Faith (thc) make
23-Dec —— Julia Hongmei Carmen Iris Winnie Cheistumas craft ivith
message) at St
Columba's Hall
Usual Sunday School
30-Dec Mary Xiangjun | Helen Cheng Yvonne Daniel Mary Mary worship and class lesson

# 17 I X 3 £ Peterborough Chinese Christian Church
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2018 % £ MA@ 48 CCCC Financial Briefing

£ A Income (£3%) X
Z=fik Offering | Gift Aid/ Other Income Expenditure

—H Jan 3,121.93 5,055.09
—H Feb 4,647.15 5,076.70 4,712.88
=H Mar 3,598.70 11,104.97
9 A Apr 4,350.65 6,891.51
+H H May 3,329.12 6,465.21
7~H Jun 3,960.00 5,400.03
+H Jul 4,050.65 7,256.50
/\B Aug 2,845.05 9,466.15
JLA Sep 4,926.41 10,098.42
+AH Oct 3,420.50 10,231.81
+—AH Nov 5,873.50 7,608.13
S # Total 44,123.66 5,076.70 84,290.70
Y4 /A 5 Balance/Inadequate -35,090.34

Remarks § /1: 4exf#cp F A F o AT £ A99 o Ifyou have questions about these figures, please contact the Treasurer:
7 F 2 P fekr sl n TR &% X heht b2 - 2ERE 6 ioo @RS R rptigaR s LR A e %
rEng T MiARL R > 3 AV R o | (34 44 3:10) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food

in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10)

F,’ﬂ i % ;‘FX o]‘%’—;ﬁl Fundraising for Church Building Purchase (# % as of 21/12/2018)

KL PYI HE S BT FTH R 40T The latest financial situation for the purchase of church building :

¢ Y74 mk Pledge offering received £325,261.00
L e AR ﬁ‘ 2% Interest-free loans received £277,000.00
© T & %[ Total received £ 602,261.00
73 Minus : '3 % T{’ *  Church Building Purchase cost - £510,800.00
/&~ 2 Minus @ H # T{ *  Other costs -£ 19,102.13
& # Remaining amount £ 72,358.87
KR /H W T—'i’ * Renovation/Other costs (37 & Budget) £ 289,200
* 7 1% Debts (2/2019 = 471 iF Repayment started) £ 277,000

‘A Remarks : K £ F 7 7 F £ /7 7 3 & 4& Total Savings of all bank accounts £ 136,025
4 F i A% installments £ 16,925.06 (# 7 1< 2~ monthly payments)
£ x50 B2 (7 0 iF 4k RE 4 E#k% 474578 & The fundraising is still carry on, please do your best for offering and continue to pray.

W Ho[BE4%F{Y How to contact us

PRET

Pastoral Workers

U E$7HET Rev Helen Wong (helen wongi@ccee org uk)
= H5E{E3iE Pastor Stanley Wong (stanlev wong@ccce org uk)

¥R Z=E B EE Office Tel

01223-506191

F HEFFHEL

Sundav Service Venue

St Columba’s Church. Downing Street, Cambridge CB2 3EL

Fr=RisHEaE
CCCC Postal Address

5 Pound Hill, Cambridge CB3 0AE

£EHE - www.cccc.org.uk ZEH[ : info@ccce.org.uk

';ﬁnlfﬁzlﬂ. Editorial Team: ?}I F< 22 Pastoral Team

A #p %33 Translators for this month: § P & Stanley Wong
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