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"Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?"' (Haggai 1:4)

This was a very serious and very important question that the Lord had raised to the
Israelites through the prophet Haggai.

This all began with the capture of the Israelites to Babylon after their country fell and
their holy temple and holy city of Jerusalem were destroyed. Later, Babylon was
destroyed by the Persia, and Cyrus king of Persia allowed the Israelites to return to
Jerusalem and rebuild their holy temple. As a result, about 50,000 people decided to
return and immediately started to rebuild. However, soon after the Israelis started the
rebuilding, their process was repeatedly obstructed by the enemies, and finally the
project was stopped for more than a decade. Then God raised the prophets Haggai and
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Zechariah to prophesy to the returned Israelis in His name (Ezra 5), including raising
the question above.

Haggai 1:2 says : This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time
has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.”” Perhaps because at the time the
Israelites’ rebuilding work was being obstructed, they therefore thought that "The time
has not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.” However, was this opinion of "The time
has not yet come" an opinion from God or man? Sometimes it's really not easy to say
clearly. Nevertheless, according to the account of the prophet Haggai, God did not
seem to be interested to argue with the Israelites on this issue. Instead, He raised the
question above and asked the Israelites to make a comparison on their own: first look
at the situation of the holy temple ( "remains a ruin'"), then look at the houses where
they lived in ("paneled houses", houses decorated with wood on their walls, which were
luxury houses at the time), and then He asked the Israelites twice to "give careful
thought to your ways." (Haggai 1:7-8), and clearly pointed out that this was why the
Israelites did not get His blessings and resulted in things not going well. And God even
directly asked the Israelites: “Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and
build my house, so that | may take pleasure in it and be honored” (Haggai 1:8).

Maybe we will be surprised, why did the Israelites at that time need to go up into the
mountain to bring down timber to build the holy temple? According to Ezra 3, the
Israelites had already prepared enough wood (and even the finest cedar logs) to rebuild
the holy temple. Why would they still need to go up into the mountain to get the wood?
We have reason to believe that the Israelites had used the cedar logs that were originally
used to rebuild the holy temple to build their "paneled houses", so there was no more
timber left for the reconstruction of the holy temple. Strictly speaking, the Israelites
were actually stolen God’s things for their own use.

How did the Israelites respond to the prophet's advice? Ezra 5:2 tells us: "Then
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the
house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, supporting
them." Finally, Ezra 6:15 says, "The temple was completed on the third day of the
month Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius."

Brothers and sisters, does the above-mentioned history of the Israelis’ return from the
captivity to rebuild their holy temple has any special significance and reminder to the
current situation of CCCC (its financial situation, manpower resources, attendance of
meetings, mutual relationship, personal spiritual life, etc.)? Is it "The time has not yet
come to rebuild the Lord’s house." or "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in
your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin'?

May the words of our Lord enter our heart through the Holy Spirit, to help us to "give
careful thought to (our) ways" and to make a correct response, so that our Lord "may
take pleasure in it and be honored". Amen.
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Date | Speaker Worship Leader Service Leader Musicians
e William Zong Holy Communion Combined Service

Sermon Title & Passage: Finding fullness in an empty world (Ruth 1)

14/7

Calvin Cheah

Mary Lau

Mary Lau

Rhianna, Jeremy, Aaron

Sermon Title & Passage: The hidden kindness of God (Ruth 2)

21/7

Joshua Bell

Joseph Ng

Joseph Ng

Vivian Sze-To, Haide, Aaron

Sermon Title & Passage: There is a redeemer (Ruth 3-4)

28/7

Elder SN Chin

Sharon Ng

Elder SN Chin

Jeremy, Leanna

Sermon Title & Passage: Running away from God (Jonah 1)
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Date | Worship Remarks
Teacher TA Teacher TA Teacher
7-Jul -- XiangJlun | Yinghon | Danny Viana Mary
14-Jul -- Jane Rita Yvonne | Wenting Danny
21-Jul | Carmen | Hongmei | Yanhon | AmyLai| Carmen Winnie ;;ETI_SSU;T;E:X
28-Jul | Carmen | Yvonne Yaping Teacher: Carmen, TA: Amy Lai CCCCz\é\f;:kj;: away
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2019 # € B4 ¥ {§ 3 CCCC Financial Briefing

£ Jz » Income (# #Z) E S

% it Offering | Gift Aid/ Other Income Expenditure
- % Jan ' 4,119.96 5,129.74
= % Feb 3,141.29 5,349.21
= % Mar 10,778.39 3,888.89 10,344.01
r 3 Apr 4,148.84 6,235.43
I * May 4,283.96 10,575.80
= 7 Jun 9,204.44 11,605.66
.7 Total 35,676.88 3,888.89 49,239.85
247 Ix Balance/Inadequate -9,674.08
Remarks # 3X: = ' (>4 jc » ¢ 32 01 HAR S0 4k A0 3 Fv‘]ﬁ/f%fi IR2HEFES) > P pRA N e ERPHELSIMA§
i AL 3 £4,500 o ot dc P p 7 F o e g 3+ 439 © The total income of June includes £2,782 special donation (included only

UK pounds) in memory of Audrey Lau. The total expense of June includes £4,500 financial support to SIM for Judy Ho. If you have questions

about these figures, please contact the Treasurer:
FHEz2{eER  THEPEEFRnLr2 - 2REMFR - BAFRG M ML FEEA LT LR
FReB X g 2 o MARE IR > H 3 & T F o (BB F 3:10)“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,

that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates
of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” (Malachi 3:10)

Eﬁ- i %— E3N 'I‘%‘ ;"> Fundraising for Church Building Purchase (# I as of 18/7/2019)
) g Eﬁ-% ?I ¥ 3t % % FTEA 5T f 74 The latest financial situation for the purchase of church building :

e z3 u}? Pledge offering received £ 332,599.00

LA ES TR Tgl 2% Interest-free loans received £302,000.00
© T A4 %F Total received £ 634,599.00
2 Minus : F’i’—ﬁ % * Church Building Purchase cost -£510.800.00
2 Minus : H 1 ‘%{’ *  Other costs - £ 158.569.00
4 %7 Balance - £34,770.00
KEB/H s '%:"’ * Renovation/Other costs (3¢ & Budget) £ 289,200.00
*RT F Debts (4/2019 R 427 i Repayment started) £ 302,000.00

A Remarks : K g £ 7 U7 § #2/7 7 2.4 H Total Savings of all bank accounts £ 18,500
4~ B i #C installments £ 12,733 (# ¥ 4< 2~ monthly payments)

e

SRR ;’;" = ﬁf: 4 % }E% 2 37 K%‘E & The fundraising is still carry on, please do your best for offering and continue to pray.

Y A B4% FR 9 How to contact us

=0 A 45El Revd Helen Wong (helen.wong@ccce.org.uk)
= H 8 {H7E Pastor Stanley Wong (stanley.wong@cccc.org.uk)

Y\ BT Office Tel. 01223-506191

Z#[E] T Pastoral Workers

Frgitri Church Address |5 Pound Hill, Cambridge CB3 0AE
aghk - www.cccc.org.uk  ZFEH - info@cccc.org.uk

S ¥E % Editorial Team: 3 3T % Pastoral Team
A #§ %83F Translators for this month: § P 32 Stanley Wong
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